
Thanksgiving Message 

 

 

On behalf of the Maywood Board of Education and the Maywood School District I would like to 

wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  Hopefully everyone will have the chance to relax and 

spend time with their family and friends while taking a deep breath.  I think it is safe to say that 

the beginning of the school year has simply flown by.  To think that it is the end of November is 

almost incomprehensible.  I think it is also safe to say that the lead up to the election and the 

actual election itself consumed much of our attention and time.  Hopefully we can take this short 

respite as a chance to escape from the hectic pace of what we all call life as we know it. 

 

Thanksgiving is indeed a chance for me to reflect about what we are so thankful for in this great 

district.  Although I will undoubtedly miss something I simply wanted to express thanks to 

everyone who plays a role in the success of our district.   

 

I start with our great staff at both schools.  The backbone of any district is the people who 

interface with our kids each and every day in the classroom.  I thank the classroom teachers, 

paraprofessionals, OT/PT/speech therapists, CST members, guidance staff,  and administrators 

for their efforts.  The alphabet soup known to us in education includes SGOs, PDPs, SGPs, 

AYP, QSAC and many more, but all of that pales in comparison to what really matters and that 

simply is the letters KIDS.  We all should be thankful for the fine people who work with our 

children on a daily basis in a professional, compassionate, and selfless manner that far 

surpasses what we know as just teaching. 

 

I thank our Board of Education.  These seven people sacrifice for the benefit of the district and 

the community that they serve.  They play an integral part in the collective vision of this district. 

 

I thank our community at large. Maywood is a great town and it thrives because of the culture of 

volunteerism and selflessness of its community members.  Our community as a whole is a 

shining example for our students of what can happen when goodness and a common purpose 

are paramount. 

 

I thank our support staff. Support staff in every district make the schools run.  Whether it is our 

custodians, administrative assistants and secretaries, business and boe staff, and lunch aides 

and workers, without them we don't open.  It is as simple as that.   

 

I thank our many PTO officers and volunteers.  We have a great district made even better by the 

efforts of these many selfless volunteers.  Our students and staff benefit from the many 

programs, fundraisers, and involvement of these great people.  Our kids wouldn't know what to 

do without the benefits these great people provide. 

 

 

 

 



I thank the families of our great students.  We preach family involvement along with the 

education and growth of the whole child.  Without family involvement we can only do so much.  

Without the caring and concern that is obvious in the families we serve we would be merely 

working with a part of the child and not the whole child.  We thank you for your support. 

 

Lastly and most importantly we are thankful for our students.  Simply put they make what we do 

so rewarding.  They are the smiles and tears that keep us on our toes.  They are the saying of 

“good morning” or “what’s up” that make us smile.  They are the little kindergarteners who grow 

into the young adults in 8th grade that we wonder how that happened so quickly.  They are the 

kids who we look forward to working with, watching grow, and hoping they remember us when 

they are long gone from our hallways.   We thank them for being them. 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 

Michael Jordan 


